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DEPARTMENT  OF  EDUCATIOl^, 
NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 


Research  Committee  for  the  Deaf  and  the 

Bhnd. 
REPORT  FOR  1935. 

Copies  of  the  booklet  containing  the  "First  Reports"  of  tlie 
Research  Committee  have  been  distributed  as  shown  hereunder : — 

New  South  Wales. — ^Every  Public  School;  Inspectors  of  Schools; 
^Officers  of  the  School  Medical  Service;  School  attendance  officers; 
every  organisation  for  the  Deaf  or  the  Blind;  every  police  station 
(per  the  Commissioner  of  Police) ;  City  Press ;  Country  Press  (per 
the  Hon.  E.  C.  Sommerlad,  M.L.C.,  manager).  Total,  4,000  approxi- 
mately. 

Interstate,  etc. — Education  Departments  for  distribution  among 
schools,  viz.: — Victoria,  3,000;  Queensland,  1,200;  South  Australia, 
1,150;  Tasmania,  500;  Western  Australia,  100;  New  Zealand,  200. 
Total,  6,150. 

Three  or  more  copies  to  each  of  the  organisations  mentioned  in  the 
publication  containing  the  reports. 

Overseas. — Some  96  organisations  working  in  the  interests  of 
the  Deaf  or  the  Blind  in  the  British  Isles,  India,  South  Africa, 
Canada,  and  the  United  States  of  America. 

Copies  sent  overseas  were  accompanied  by  a  circular  letter  in  these 
terms : — 

"The  great  desire  is  to  promote  the  general  welfare  of  the  deaf 
and  the  blind  in  our  Australasian  communities,  and  with  this 
end  in  view  the  Committee  proposes  to  gather  information  of 
what  is  being  done  for  the  deaf  and  the  blind  (including  deafened 
and  blinded)  in  other  countries  of  the  world. 

It  is  hoped  therefore  that,  (1)  by  direct  correspondence,  (2)  by 
recommending  books  containing  information  which  may  assist 
the  Committee  in  its  object,  (3)  by  forwarding  reports  of  con- 
ferences, copies  of  special  reports  on  various  sections  of  educa- 
tional, industrial,  or  general  welfare,  copies  of  annual  reports,  or 
(4)  by  any  other  means  which  may  suggest  itself,  you  will  aid  the 
Research  Committee  in  its  beneficent  work.  The  Committee  in 
return  will  be  glad  to  send  you  any  Australasian  literature  it  may 
have  of  a  similar  character." 

The  purposes  of  this  wide  distribution  were  threefold  (1)  to  make 
known  throughout  Australasia,  in  the  interests  of  the  deaf  and  the 
blind,  the  contents  of  the  booklet,  (2)  to  lead  to  the  discovery  of  deaf 
or  blind  children  not  receiving  regular  or  suitable  education,  (3)  to 
establish  sources  of  information  for  the  future  work  of  the  Research 
Committee. 
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Already  in  New  South  Wales  the  publication  has  been  the  means  of 
bringing  under  notice  eligible  children  whose  schooling  was  being 
neglected:  the  schools,  too,  have  had  small  increases  in  their  enrol- 
ments. 

The  Kesearch  Connnittee  records  with  satisfaction  and  with  antici- 
pation of  enlargement  of  its  sphere  of  usefulness,  the  addition  to  its 
constitution  of  a  special  medical  section.  Such  section  should  be  able 
to  pursue  its  inquiries  into  fields  which  the  Committee  as  originally 
formed  could  not  enter. 

A  small  reference  library  for  the  use  of  the  Committee  and  the 
Education  Department  has  been  commenced :  some  books  have  been 
donated ;  others  will  be  acquired. 

On  1st  November,  1935,  the  following  circular  letter  was  sent  to  the 
controlling  authorities  of  the  institutions  and  organisations  operating 
in  the  Commonwealth  of  Australia  and  in  jSTew  Zealand : — 

'Tor  the  purposes  of  a  report  to  the  Minister  for  Education, 
New  South  Wales,  it  is  proposed  to  compile  information  concern- 
ing special  work  done  for  the  deaf  and  the  blind  (including  the 
partially  hearing  and  the  partially  sighted)  throughout  Aus- 
tralia and  in  New  Zealand,  during  1935.  This  compilation  will 
follow  up  the  summarised  particulars  contained  in  the  booklet, 
Tirst  Keports  of  the  Research  Committee  for  the  Deaf  and  the 
Blind,'  forwarded  to  you  last  year.  The  Research  Commitee  will, 
therefore,  be  glad  if  you  will  state  briefly  any  new  and  significant 
feature  or  important  extension  of  the  activities  of  your  school, 
institution  or  society,  not  already  embodied  in  the  booklet;  also 
any  investigation  entered  on  or  conference  held,  with  like  pur- 
pose. 

It  is  intended  to  prepare  such  a  report  each  year  and  to  forward 
copies  to  the  institutions  participating,  so  that  the  information 
collected  may  become  available  to  all,  and  thus  the  general  wel- 
fare of  the  deaf  and  the  blind  may  be  maintained  and  extended." 
Most  of  the  organisations  responded,  some  stating  that  they  had  no 
new  feature  to  record.    The  substance  of  correspondence  received, 
together  with  particulars  culled  from  copies  of  recent  annual  reports, 
is  here  presented. 

INFORMATION  SUPPLIED  BY  INSTITUTIONS  OR  GLEANED  FROM 
ANNUAL  REPORTS. 
N.S.W.  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind. 

Building  improvements,  structural  and  otherwise,  have  added  to 
the  efficiency  of  the  establishment  and  the  comfort  and  well-being  of 
the  children. 

The  Deaf  School. — A  10  set  hearing-aid,  "The  Multitone,"  primarily 
for  children  with  some  degree  of  residual  hearing,  has  been  installed. 
Experience  of  its  use  has  been  definitely  encouraging. 
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One  man  teacher  is  specially  emi)loyed  as  siDorts  master,  tlie  several 
assistants  taking  this  work  in  rotation  each  year. 

As  the  result  of  a  three-day  examination  at  Sydney  University  in 
June,  1934,  two  lady  teachers  of  the  staff  gained  the  Overseas  Diploma 
of  the  National  College  of  Teachers  of  the  Deaf,  London.  They  are 
the  first  Australian  teachers  to  hold  the  distinction. 

Lip-reading  classes  for  deafened  adults  are  being  extended.  Students 
of  former  classes  have  constituted  themselves  a  lip-reading  circle; 
members  meet  weekly  for  mutual  help  and  practice,  also  for  friendly 
intercourse  and  social  amenities.   Further  classes  are  now  in  session. 

The  Blind  School. — Musical  work  has  been  extended  and  developed 
by  the  appointment  of  a  music  master  who  teaches  singing  to  all 
blind  pupils,  and  gives  pianoforte  instruction  to  18.  Special  instruc- 
tion in  the  Braille  notation  is  given, 

St,  GabrieFsj  Castle  Hill  (School  for  Deaf  Boys). 

A  motion-picture  machine  recently  installed  enables  the  boys  to 
spend  a  happy  evening  once  a  week.  Pictures  of  educational  value 
are  shown. 

A  mission  for  ex-pupils  was  recently  held;  it  lasted  three  days  and 
was  very  well  attended. 

An  important  adjunct  of  the  school  is  a  farm  of  33  acres.  "On  an 
average  twenty  cows  are  milked  daily.  We  are  able  to  make  a  large 
quantity  of  butter.  Gardening  on  a  large  scale  is  carried  on  through- 
out the  year,  and  some  of  the  fruit  and  nearly  all  the  vegetables  con- 
sumed are  results  of  the  work  in  which  the  boys  take  a  big  hand.  This 
very  practical  knowledge  of  farming  and  gardening  is  sure  to  prove  a 
valuable  asset  to  them  later  on." 

Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  Waratah,  N.S.W. 
(School  for  Deaf  Girls), 

Building  improvements  include  two  new  wings,  providing  new  class- 
rooms, an  artistic  chapel,  dormitories,  and  a  new  "industrial  depart- 
ment." As  a  result  of  this  last  addition,  girls  desiring  so  to  do  may 
remain  at  the  institution  and  become  self-supporting  from  needlework 
and  other  handicrafts.    If  any  large  orders  have  been  executed. 

Through  special  pamphlets,  teachers  and  m.anagers  have  been  study- 
ing their  problem  and  adding  to  their  efHciency. 

Sydney  Industrial  Blind  Institution. 

At  a  cost  of  £2,300  extensive  additions  to  the  buildings  have  been 
made,  viz. — (1)  A  new  library — a  room  60  ft.  x  35  ft.,  housing  39 
book-presses  each  11  ft.  x  10  ft.;  this  is  expected  to  meet  require- 
ments for  the  next  ten  years.  (2)  A  new  store-room  100  ft.  x  45  ft., 
for  houping  tbo  manufactured  stock.  The  library  now  contains  15,000 
volumes,  Braille  and  Moon  types. 
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A  radio  equipment  wliicli  may  be  applied  to  ''Talking'  Book"  records 
is  a  new  feature. 

The  former  library  room  was  built  in  1S91)  when  the  Strathfield 
Institution  was  taken  over,  and  it  was  necessary  to  provide  for  two 
Braille  collections.  At  the  same  time  other  activities  carried  on  at 
Strathfield,  viz.,  "Home  Teaching"  and  the  "Home  for  Blind  Women," 
became  responsibilities  of  the  Sydney  organisation.  Teachers  visit 
the  homes  of  blind  people,  as  required,  to  give  instruction  in  Braille, 
and  hostel  accommodation  is  now  provided  for  eighteen  blind  women. 

The  Adult  Deaf  and  Dumb  Society  of  N.S.W. 

"During  the  year  we  have  been  able  to  secure  work  for  about  twenty 
of  our  unemployed  deaf." 

Physical  culture,  including  eurythmics,  outdoor  sports,  and  homo 
recreations,  have  been  attended  ^'with  marked  improvement  in  the 
language,  deportment  and  general  knowledge"  of  the  participants. 
These  gatherings  have  been  enhanced  by  interchanges  of  visiting  with 
other  institutions  and  social  groups. 

The  school  class  for  adult  deaf  mutes  continues  to  meet  a  definite 
need.  Language  education  has  been  furthered  by  the  learning  of 
hymns  and  songs,  with  some  attempts  at  dramatic  rein-esentation. 
The  students  have  been  trained  to  address  meetings  of  their  fellows. 

At  Newcastle,  where  there  are  sixty  deaf  members,  the  society  has 
purchased  for  £1,000  a  block  of  land  on  which  it  is  proposed  to  erect 
buildings  costing  approximately  £2,500.  The  expenditure  has  become 
necessary  owing  to  development  of  the  welfare  work  at  this  important 
centre. 

The  N.S.W.  Association  of  Deaf  and  Dumb  Citizens. 

"During  the  year,  the  Council  has  conducted  an  inquiry  into  the 
conditions  of  our  members,  and  we  are  now  able  to  render  better 
assistance  where  such  is  needed." 

Victorian  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institution. 

The  first  "Australian  Conference  of  Teachers  of  the  Deaf"  was  held 
at  the  Institution,  7th  to  11th  January.  Later  a  special  exhibition 
of  school  work  "was  well  attended  and  ^yarmly  praised."  These  func- 
tions coincided  with  the  Victorian  Centenary  celebrations. 

The  institution  has  recently  been  equipped  with  UKMlern  electric 
apparatus  for  testing  hearing,  and  the  school  with  "an  electrical 
mstrument  for  d(>veloi)iiig  and  educating  residual  hearing." 

Lip-reading  forms  i)art  of  the  regular  instruction  of  the  jnipils  from 
the  earliest  grades.  Classes  for  adults  have  also  bc^^n  successfully 
established. 
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Royal  Victorian  Institute  for  the  Blind. 

The  Institute  is  proud  of  its  "Nursery  for  Blind  Babies,"  a  new 
department  whose  purpose  is  to  train  the  very  young  blind  children 
"how  to  move  about,  how  to  eat,  how  to  dress,  how  to  behave,  how 
to  walk,  talk  and  think,"  and  generally  to  do  all  those  things  which 
sighted  infants  unconsciously  learn  by  imitation. 

Talking  books  "to  enable  the  blind  to  read  by  ear"  have  been  intro- 
duced. Three  different  types  of  machine  have  been  imported,  viz., 
"a  combination  electric  gramophone  and  radio  set  with  earphones  and 
loud  speaker,  a  spring-driven  set  with  earphones,  and  an  electrically- 
operated  set  for  attachment  to  wireless."  "Free  wireless  sets  have 
been  provided  and  are  being  maintained  for  every  destitute  blind 
applicant  in  Victoria." 

Higher  education. — "Two  pupils  of  the  school  were  successful  this 
year  in  obtaining  their  Leaving  Certificate  from  Hassett's  Coaching 
College.  One  ex-pupil  is  now  enrolled  at  the  University  studying  for 
his  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Music;  another  is  in  his  final  year  of  the 
Arts  course." 

Association  for  the  Advancement  of  the  Blind,  Melbourne. 

Additions  to  buildings,  completed  or  in  course,  have  entailed  a  cost 
of  over  £6,000. 

A  new  wing  for  men  has  been  opened  at  Brighton;  it  contains 
fourteen  single  bedrooms,  a  smoke-room  with  wireless,  and  a  sun- 
verandah.  Alterations  and  additions  to  the  Women's  Hostel  have  also 
been  made. 

The  Association  has  launched  a  scheme  whereby  medical  attention 
and  medicine  become  available  free  to  pensioner  members. 

3,031  official  visits  hnve  been  made  to  the  blind  in  their  homes. 

Victorian  Association  of  Braille  Writers. 

The  Association  employs  a  teacher  who  visits  the  adult  blind  in 
their  homes  and  gives  lessons  in  Braille  free;  one  lady  80  years  of  age 
is  showing  great  progress. 

Seventeen  additional  Braille  transcribers  have  been  enrolled. 

Queensland  School  for  the  Deaf  and  the  Blind. 

"An  experiment  which  may  be  summed  up  in  the  phrase  ^Language 
before  Speech'  is  being  conducted  with  our  kindergarten  children. 
Speech  training — not  lip-reading — is  being  deferred  for  the  first  year 
of  the  child's  school  life,  and  the  time  ordinarily  devoted  to  articula- 
tion lessons  is  being  given  to  the  development  of  language  written 
or  spelled." 

A  "Multitone"  amplifying  set  (six  phones)  has  been  introduced 
as  a  teaching  aid  for  pupils  possessing  residual  hearing  of  varying 
degrees.    The  apparatus  is  also  used  outside  ordinary  school  hours. 
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Queensland  Musical,  Literary,  and  Self-Aid  Society  for  the  Blind. 

The  new  building  recently  erected  cost  £4,500. 

A  Pyke-Ghmser  Braille  machine  has  b(!en  procured.  The  machine 
types  Braille  upright  which  can  be  read  as  typed. 

The  Society  has  installed  a  special  amplifier  and  lond  speaker  to 
take  "Talking  Books." 

The  Society  assists  blind  students  to  ])repare  for  examinations. 

Queensland  Braille  Writing  Association. 

Voluntary  Braille  writers  transcribe  reading  matter  for  blind 
students,  e.g.,  handbooks  on  massage,  pamphlets  on  agriculture,  etc. 

South  Australian  Institution  for  the  Blind,  and  Deaf  and  Dumb 
Brighton,  Adelaide. 

.Pupils  are  now  admitted  at  age  5  years,  instead  of  G  or  7  years  as 
formerly, 

A  blind  pupil  "passed  the  Q.C.  examination  with  627  marks  out 
of  700."  Three  other  pupils  are  being  prepared  for  a  like  examina- 
tion. 

The  playground  equipment  and  the  gymnasium  ap]")aratns  play  an 
important  part  in  the  physical  development  of  the  children. 

The  Institutions  property  comprises  nearly  40  acres.  It  is  supplied 
with  water  from  a  bore  yielding  7,000  to  8,000  gallons  per  hour.  "One 
of  the  paddocks  has  been  subdivided  and  ])lnnted  \\\\\\  five  different 
kinds  of  grasses  as  a  graining  paddock  for  the  cows.  ...  In  the 
garden  the  boys  give  valuable  assistance ;  and  we  anticipate  that,  when 
they  leave  school,  they  will  be  able  to  put  the  knowledge  gained  to 
some  practical  use.  All  the  vegetables,  milk,  butter,  eggs,  and  a  large 
quantity  of  fruit  are  produced  in  our  garden  and  farm."  The  pupils 
have  their  own  garden  plots. 

Royal  Institution  for  the  Blind,  North  Adelaide,  S.A. 

The  Institution,  established  SOth  January,  IS'Sf),  celebrated  its 
jnbilee  this  year. 

The  annual  re}K)rt  shows  considerable  exlension  of  industrial  activi- 
ties. 

The  South  Australian  Deaf  and  Dumb  Mission  and  Angas  Home 
for  Aged  and  Infirm  Deaf  Mutes. 

A  C^hib  has  been  inaugurat(Hl  "for  ])ersouR  who  have  gone  deaf 
afl(M'  fcachiiig  (lio  ag(^  of  21  years."  Aboiil  tw(Mily  members  meet 
I'orlniglit  l.v  for  i iist  riicl  ion  in  lip-reading,  ;im(1  for  I'cvreatioii. 

'Jlie  Angas  farm  has  2S0  acres.  IjNcstock  I.cpl  on  the  farm 
include  sheep,  cattle,  [)igs  and  pmiltry. 
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The  West  Australian  School  for  Deaf  and  Dumb  Children. 

A  new  wing'  to  tlie  buildings,  erected  at  a  cost  of  nearly  £3,000, 
was  opened  3rd  July,  1935 ;  it  contains  extra  classrooms,  dormitoriep, 
teachers'  rooms,  and  children's  playroom. 

The  adult  deaf  formerly  held  meetings  in  the  schoolroom;  they 
have  now  secured  a  property  in  the  city  (Perth),  which  they  use  as  a 
club. 

The  West  Australian  Institute  and  Industrial  School  for  Blind. 

"Educational  work  is  in  hands  of  blind  schoolmistress  who  matri- 
culated at  the  Western  Australia  University,  and  has  passed  A.T.C.L. 
examination  in  music.    Music  is  taught  by  blind  schoolmistress." 

Braille  and  Advancement  Society  for  the  Blind^  W.A. 

Repairs  and  renovations  have  been  effected  at  the  Rest  Home  for 
the  Aged  Blind,  Victoria  Park. 

A  Braille  Bible,  consisting  of  twenty  volumes,  has  been  presented 
to  the  institution  by  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society. 

(The  letter  received,  conveying  these  particulars,  was  typed  by  the 
blind  librarian  from  dictation,  and  was  without  fault.) 

West  Australian  Adult  Deaf  and  Dumb  Society. 

The  Society  has  purchased  for  £3,700  a  two-storey  building,  cen- 
trally situated,  in  Perth,  which  affords  ample  accommodation  for  all 
its  social  and  welfare  activities. 

Tasmanian  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Deaf  and  Dumb. 

Better  acconnuodation  for  the  blind  has  been  provided,  the  Govern- 
ment bearing  the  cost :  "the  close,  dismal  atmosphere  of  the  work- 
rooms has  been  completely  dispelled." 

"The  Deaf  School  gained  a  prize  in  the  Hobart  Rotary  Club 
gardening  competition." 

In  the  Blind  School  there  is  a  sight-saving  class  of  four  pupils. 
"Advice  and  treatment  of  the  first  pupil  enrolled  in  this  class  is 
expected  to  result  in  the  return  of  that  pupil  to  an  ordinary  school." 

Two  new  appliances  for  the  blind  have  been  purchased — (1)  a 
Balding  Diagram  machine,  designed  to  facilitate  provision  of 
diagrams  and  reproduction  of  illustrations,  maps,  etc.;  (2)  a  Pyke- 
Crlanser  Upward  Braille  writing  machine,  which  produces  the  Braille 
dots  on  the  upper  surface  of  the  paper,  and  thus  facilitates  reading- 
the  characters  "as  soon  as  written."  The  purchase  of  a  "Talking 
Book"  is  under  consideration, 
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Two  blind  pupils  have  been  adinitted  to  the  State  High  School. 
An  adult  blind  operative,  having  qualified  by  examination,  is  now 
enrolled  as  an  arts  student  at  the  University.  These  successes  were 
achieved  with  the  assistance  of  the  teachers  of  the  State  High  School 
and  members  of  the  Braille  Writers'  Association. 

For  the  adult  blind  "special  study  is  being  given  to  domestic  arts. 
One  blind  friend  cooks  with  gas,  another  with  electricity,  and  a  third 
witli  a  fuel  stove." 

"Efforts  to  find  employment  for  a  number  of  deaf  ex-pupils  have 
met  with  a  disappointing  lack  of  success." 

School  for  the  Deaf,  Sumner,  Christchurch,  N.Z. 

During  the  year  a  mechanical  aid  "embodying  the  principles  of 
bone  conduction  and  air  conduction"  was  introduced  into  the  school 
for  use  by  those  children  with  partial  hearing.  A  teaching  set  with 
adjustable  phones  for  eight  pupils  was  installed  in  one  of  the  class- 
rooms. Claim  has  been  made  that  the  device  brings  about  improve- 
ment in  hearing;  the  Sumner  experience  does  not  confirm  the  claim. 

The  New  Zealand  Institute  for  the  Blind,  Auckland. 

"At  the  end  of  1934,  owing  to  im.provement  in  vision,  three  pupils, 
on  the  recommendation  of  our  honorary  ophthalmic  surgeon,  left  to 
attend  sighted  schools." 

"Specialisation  in  natural  history  and  music  is  being  followed  on 
;Lmique  lines."  "With  a  military  band,  a  dance  band,  a  girls' 
string  orchestra,  a  male  choir,  a  glee  party,  pianists,  pipe  organists, 
and  vocalists,  not  to  mention  radio  and  gramophone,  it  is  scarcely  to 
be  supposed  that  we  lack  music  at  most  hours  of  the  day  and  night." 

"A  development  of  great  interest  is  the  application  of  the  gramo- 
phone principle  to  books  for  the  blind  known  as  'Talking  Books.' 
Many  blind  people  never  acquire  sufficient  skill  to  read  Braille  enjoy- 
ably."  "The  Talking  Book  meets  their  need.  A  whole  work  may  be 
reproduced  from  six  to  eight  records." 

The  library  is  being  extended;  5,410  volumes  were  circulated." 

The  Institute  has  recently  established  (1)  Blcdisloe  House,  a  home 
for  elderly  blind  men;  (2)  two  new  clubs,  the  Auckland  Blind 
Social  Club  and  the  Wellington  Blind  Social  Club.  "The  Wellington 
Club  has  excellent  rooms,  which  are  always  open  for  the  use  of  the 
local  blind  people;  regular  dances  and  concerts  are  held.  For  the 
Auckland  Club  a  new  boat  shed  has  been  erected  at  Auckland  Har- 
bour." 

During  the  past  year  the  Institute  built  three  houses,  and  now 
owns  eleven  houses,  including  one  with  four  flats.  These  are  let  on 
easy  terms — in  some  cases  rent-free — to  blind  people  with  families. 
Six  more  lioiises  are  buildiug.  With  new  works,  alterations,  repairs 
aud  renoval  ions,  a  staff  of  builders  is  kei)t  constantly  employed. 
"Most  of  the  cases  the  Inslitute  deals  with  are  those  of  adults  losing 
llieir  sight — many  of  them  married  men  with  families  to  support." 
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SUMMARY  AND  OBSERVATIONS. 

Almost  without  exception,  new  buildings,  extensions,  structural 
alterations,  or  repairs  figure  in  the  institutional  reports,  or  are  named 
among  the  items  of  information  specially  supplied.  These  material 
improvements  may  be  regarded  as  measures  of  general  progress  in  the 
work  done  for  both  the  deaf  and  the  blind.  Eecords  of  the  activities 
of  the  managing  committees  and  their  voluntary  agencies  bear  witness 
that  in  this  mercenary  age  the  spirit  of  philanthropic  service  still 
lives.  Most  of  the  institutions  report  the  introduction,  as  teaching 
aids  or  recreational  agencies,  of  mechanical  devices  electrically 
operated. 

The  outstanding  educational  event  of  the  year  was  the  Conference 
of  Teachers  of  the  Deaf,  held  at  Melbourne  in  connection  with  the 
celebration  of  the  Centenary  of  Victoria ;  this  was  the  first  conference 
of  the  kind  ever  held  in  Australia.  Every  Australian  school  for  the 
deaf  was  represented,  the  assemblage  including  all  the  principals  and 
many  members  of  the  staffs.  Mr.  Harold  Earlam,  of  Sydney,  was 
elected  chairman.  Papers  dealing  with  the  work  of  education  of 
the  deaf  in  the  various  States  of  the  Commonwealth  were  presented 
by  the  principals  of  the  respective  schools.  Further  papers  or  ad- 
dresses dealing  with  the  broad  and  general  aspects  of  the  educational 
side  of  deafness  were  delivered  by  Australian  and  (by  proxy)  overseas 
authorities,  and  a  very  complete  range  of  thought  was  covered.  The 
series  included  the  Pathology  of  Deaf-Mutism,  the  Clinical  Study 
of  the  Deaf  and  its  bearing  on  the  Education  of  the  Deaf,  the  Medi- 
cal Inspection  of  Deaf  Children,  Psychological  Tests  of  the  Deaf, 
the  Problem  of  the  Semi-Deaf,  the  Value  of  Partial  and  Residual 
Hearing,  the  Teaching  of  Speech  to  the  Deaf-born  Child,  the  Use 
and  Value  of  Hearing  Aids,  the  Physical  Development  of  the  Deaf 
Cliild,  the  Mind  and  Temperament  of  the  Deaf  Child,  and  Comparison 
of  Methods.  The  proceedings  of  the  conference  have  been  published 
in  book  form,  and  a  copy  has  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Minister. 

A  valuable  result  of  the  conference  was  the  formation  of  an  Aus- 
tralian Association  of  Teachers  of  the  Deaf. 

In  the  school  education  of  the  deaf,  language  teaching  has  of 
necessity  chief  place,  and  applications  of  method  tax  all  the  in- 
genuity of  the  teachers;  general  progress  is  reported.  Lip-reading 
has  been  stressed  as  an  essential  part  of  the  class  work,  epecially  for 
older  pupil,  and  is  taught  to  adult  groups,  which  often  develop  into 
lip-reading  and  social  circles.  The  "Multitone,"  an  electrical  device, 
has  been  imported  into  several  schools ;  its  chief  use  and  value  appear 
to  be  with  persons  having  partial  or  residual  hearing.  Physical  cul- 
ture seems  to  have  received  more  attention  than  formerly;  gym- 
nastic exercises,  drill,  school  sports,  etc.,  are  reported  as  among  the 
training  activities  of  several  institutions. 
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In  tlie  odiicalion  of  tlic  blind,  a  new  feature,  following'  on  the 
admission  of  children  to  school  at  ages  4  to  6  years,  is  the  training  of 
"babies"  in  those  habits  usually  acquired  by  sighted  children  in  their 
bomes.    One  school  j^i'ides  itself  on  its  "Nursery  for  Blind  Babies." 

Braille  is,  of  course,  the  highway  of  education  for  the  blind. 
The  use  of  the  Pyke-Glauser  typewriting  machine,  which  produces  the 
Braille  characters  on  the  upper  surface  of  the  paper  so  that  they  can 
he  read  straight  off,  is  of  special  importance  to  students.  Individual 
pupils,  as  in  the  past,  have  been  able  with  special  assistance  to  enter 
on  higher  education,  and  even  to  graduate  at  the  University.  The 
special  assistance  reported  from  Tasmania  is  worthy  of  note ;  teachers 
of  the  State  High  School  joined  forces  with  members  of  the  Braille 
Writers'  Association  to  help  blind  students  to  their  successes. 

The  "Talking  Book"  has  been  introduced  into  several  institutions, 
and  gives  promise  of  usefulness  as  a  supplementary  teaching  aid. 
So  far  it  has  been  installed  as  an  adjunct  of  the  Braille  Libraries, 
and  must  be  a  boon  to  the  adult  blind,  of  whom  "many  never  acquire 
sufficient  skill  to  read  Braille  enjoyably." 

Finding  employment  for  livelihood  is  a  difficulty  experienced  by 
both  deaf  and  blind,  whose  special  disability  in  many  instances  does 
not  make  appeal  sufficient  to  override  other  considerations.  Australian 
employers,  who  have  opportunity,  might  take  example  by  Henry  Ford, 
the  American  motor-car  magnate,  who  deliberately  finds  places  in  his 
factories  for  maimed  and  defective  workers,  including  the  deaf  and 
dumb  and  the  blind.  In  his  book,  "My  Life  and  Work,"  he  says: — 
"No  particular  consideration  has  to  be  given  to  deaf  and  dumb  em- 
ployees. They  do  their  work  one  hundred  per  cent."  Similar  testi- 
mony is  given  by  a  British  factory  manager,  who,  writing  to  a  local 
superintendent,  says: — "You  may  take  it  as  a  definite  fact  that  I 
get  100  per  cent,  value  from  my  deaf  employees  (who  now  number 
six,  by  the  way),  and  I  shall  not  hesitate  in  the  future  to  employ 
more  if  occasion  arises.  I  find  them  most  willing,  adaptable,  and 
industrious,  and  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  their  very  infirmity 
is  in  fact  an  asset,  as  their  minds  are  not  distracted  from  their  work 
by  the  conversation  of  their  work  fellows.  One  very  unexpected  and 
pleasing  feature  that  has  surprised  me  is  the  fact  that  in  every  work- 
shop where  I  have  deaf  employed,  one  or  more  of  their  hearing  work- 
mates have  voluntarily  learned  the  sign  language,  and  finy  diffi- 
culties that  may  have  arisen  in  reg'ard  to  the  giving  of  instructions 
have  been  entirely  overcome  by  the  good  nature  of  their  own  work- 
mates." 

It  would  be  interesting  to  know  bow  many  deaf  and  dumb  persons 
in  Australia  are  employed  on  the  Innd.  The  S.A.  Adult  Deaf  and 
Dund)  Mission  has  2R0  ncres  at  its  Angns  Homo  for  Aged  nnd  Infirm 
Deaf  Mutes:  ])resumnbly  tlie  f;irm  is  uni  wovkcnl  by  iumnles  of  Iho 
lionic.  or  sfhools  from  wliicli  reports  have  been  received  only  two — 
St.  (^nbricl's,  New  Souili  AVnles,  nnd  the  S.A.  Tnstitutiou  ;it  Brighton, 
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Adelaide — ^have  land  areas  large  enough  for  farming;  the  former  has 
33  acres,  the  latter  40  acres.  In  these  schools  the  pupils  "help" 
in  the  farm  work,  and  some  have  their  garden  plots;  but  apparently 
no  correlated  nature  study  forms  part  of  the  school  course. 

The  Braille  Writing  Associations  and  the  Braille  transcribers  of 
the  several  institutions  (chiefly  women)  carry  on  education  and  wel- 
fare work  for  the  blind,  which  is  worthy  of  all  praise. 

For  the  variety  and  wide  range  of  its  work  generally,  and  its  wel- 
fare activities  in  particular,  the  New  Zealand  Institute  for  the  Blind 
is  outstanding.  With  the  annual  proceeds  of  the  magnificent  Pearson 
Memorial  Fund  (£64,000)  as  a  supplementary  source  of  revenue,  it  is 
enabled  to  extend  its  practical  help  and  benevolence  to  every  part  of 
the  Dominion.  A  recent  visitor  from  England,  Captain  Sir  Ian 
Fraser,  M.P.,  Chairman  of  St.  Dunstan's  Hospital  for  Blinded 
Soldiers,  London — himself  a  blind  man — thus  sums  up  the  work  and 
infiuence  of  this  beneficent  institution: — "In  recent  years,  under  able 
direction,  the  New  Zealand  Institute  for  the  Blind  has  been  built  up 
to  embrace  the  whole  country,  with  a  system  of  making  contact  with 
all  blind  people,  no  matter  where  they  may  live,  so  that  New  Zealand 
has  a  system  of  education,  training,  settlement,  and  after  care  second 
to  none.  Here  in  New  Zealand  no  blind  person  lacks  suitable  educa- 
tion and  training  for  handicrafts  or  a  profession;  no  blind  person 
lacks  encouragement  and  help ;  no  blind  person  lacks  a  friend.  This 
is  a  proud  record  of  achievement." 


9th  June,  1936. 
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Institutions  and  Organisations  operating  in  the  interest  of  the  Deaf  or 
the  Blind  in  Australia  and  in  New  Zealand. 

New  South  Wales. 

N.S.W.  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind,  Inc.,  City 

Koad,  Darlington,  N.S.W.  (Harold  Earlam,  Superintendent). 
St.  Gabriel's  School  for  Deaf  Boys,  Castle  Hill,  N.S.W.  (Brother  N. 

H.  Esmonde,  Principal). 
Institution  for  Deaf  and  Dumb  Girls,  Waratah,  Newcastle,  N.S.W. 

(Sister  M.  Martina,  Principal). 
Sydney  Industrial  Blind  Institution,  Inc.,  William  Street,  Sydney 

(H.  Hedger,  Manager). 
Association  for  the  Advancement  of  the  Blind,  100  George  Street, 

Sydney  (James  Campbell,  Secretary). 
Adult  Deaf  and  Dumb  Society  of  N.S.W.,  Inc.,  5  Elizabeth  Street, 

Sydney  (S.  Wills-Pulsford,  Hon.  Secretary). 
N.S.W.  Association  of  Deaf  and  Dumb  Citizens,  Mcllrath's  Building, 

Goulburn  Street,  Sydney  (H.  V.  S.  Hersee,  Superintendent  and 

Secretary). 

Victoria. 

The  Victorian  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institution,  St.  Kilda  Eoad,  Prahran, 
Victoria  (W.  J.  McCaskill,  Superintendent). 

Eoyal  Victorian  Institute  for  the  Blind,  St.  Kilda  Eoad,  Prahran, 
Victoria  (S.  W.  Hedger,  Superintendent  and  Secretary). 

Association  for  the  Advancement  of  the  Blind,  Queen-street,  Mel- 
bourne (T.  H.  McVilly,  Secretary). 

Victorian  Association  of  Braille  Writers,  South  Yarra,  Melbourne 
(Miss  M.  Eitchie,  Hon.  Secretary). 

Adult  Deaf  and  Dumb  Society  of  Victoria,  Jolimont  Square,  Mel- 
bourne  (Ernest  J.  D.  Abraham,  Principal). 

Queensland. 

Queensland  School  for  the  Deaf  and  the  Blind,  Cornwall  Street, 
South  Brisbane  (S.  E.  Holle,  Headmaster). 

Queensland  Industrial  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Cornwall  Street, 
South  Brisbane  (T.  S.  Muller,  Manager). 

Queensland  Adult  Deaf  and  Dumb  Mission,  Turbot  Street,  Brisbane 
(I.  McCahon,  Hon.  Secretary). 

Eeformed  Deaf  and  Dumb  Citizens'  Association,  North  Quay,  Bris- 
bane. 

Queensland  Musical,  Literary  and  Self-aid  Society  for  the  Blind, 
cr.,  Vulture  Street  and  Stephens  road,  South  Brisbane  (W.  H. 
Scott,  iSecretary). 

Queensland  Braille  Writing  Association,  213  Vulture  Street,  South 
Brisbane  (Miss.  B.  M.  Dalglish,  Hon.  Secretary). 
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South  Australia. 

South  Australian  Inatitutiou  for  the  Blind  and  Deaf  and  Dumb, 
Brighton,  Adelaide  (A.  C.  W.  Cox,  Superintendent). 

Eoyal  Institution  for  the  Blind,  North  Adelaide  (S.  E.  Fuller, 
Manager) . 

South  Australian  Adult  Deaf  and  Dumb  Mission,  South  Terrace, 
Adelaide  (O.  K.  Eedman,  Superintendent  and  Secretary). 

West  Australia. 

West  Australian  School  for  Deaf  and  Dumb  Children,  Cottesloe 
Beach,  Perth,  W.xi.   (John   O.   Love,  Superintendent). 

West  Australian  Institute  and  Industrial  School  for  the  Blind,  May- 
lands,  W.  Australia  (C.  A.  Cornish,  Manager). 

Braille  and  Advancement  Society  for  the  Blind,  226  William  Street, 
Perth  (Miss.  B.  E.  Minett,  Secretary). 

West  Australian  Adult  Deaf  and  Dumb  Society,  292  Hay  Street,  Perth 
(Miss  W.  Wallace,  Hon.  Secretary). 


Tasmania. 

Tasmanian  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Deaf  and  Dumb,  Upper  Argyle 
Street,  Hobart  (Col.  L.  H.  Payne,  Superintendent  and  Secretary). 

Adult  Deaf  and  Dumb  Society  of  Tasmania,  Hobart  (Col.  L.  H. 
Payne,  Superintendent) . 

New  Zealand. 

School  for  the  Deaf,  Sumner,  Christchurch,  New  Zealand  (Director 

of  Education,  Wellington,  New  Zealand). 
Jubilee  Institute  for  the  Blind,  Auckland,  New  Zealand  (C.  N. 

Mackenzie,  Director). 


Sydney:  David  Harold  Paisley,  Government  Printer — 1936. 


HV2190        Australia.  c.  2 

A  Department  of  Education.  Report 
of  the  research  committee  for  the 

deaf  rinri  the,  hi  ind  ,  

Date  Due 


ni»o  carried  In  stock  in  the  following  sizes 

WIDE  THICKNESS 


HIGH 
12   inches  10 


HIGH 

1523  9   incbes  7    inches  H  inch  \S2S 

1524  10      "  7       "  "  1530 

1525  9      «  6      "  "  1932 

1526  9Ji   -  7H    "  "  1933 

Other  sizes  made  to  order. 


11 
12 


WtCE  TNiCKKESS 
inchea    H  inch 


MANUFACTURED  BY 

LIBRARY  BUREAU 

Division  of  REMINGTON  RAND  INC» 

Library  Supplies  of  ail  Kinds 


